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To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Lees  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  annual 
report  on  the  health  of  the  District.  The  report  for  1950 
deals  with  the  events  of  a  year  when  Dr.  H.  Gibbons  Ward 
held  office  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  so  I  have 
onty  indirect  knowledge  of  many  of  the  facts  and  figures 
which  are  recorded  in  the  text. 

A  lengthy  foreword  is  therefore  inappropriate.  I  wish* 
however,  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their, 
kindness  and  consideration  to  me  at  all  times  and  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  with  gratitude  the  willing  help  which  I  have  received 
both  from  my  predecessor  in  office  and  from  my  colleagues, 
the  officers  of  this  Council. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Borough  of  Warwick. 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1950  ...  ...  15,360 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  (crude)  ...  ...  15.7 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (corrected)  ...  16.5 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  0.13 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (crude)  ...  ...  11.5 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (corrected)  ...  11.2 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  \  From  Sepsis  ...  - — 


Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  1  ,,  other  causes  — 

Child-birth  * 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  20.8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  21.8 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  .1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  - — - 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  — 

Population. — An  increase  of  190  on  the  estimated  figure  for  1949. 

Birth  Rate. — The  figure  is  below  the  average  of  the  past  10  years 
but  near  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  15.8. 

Death  Rate. — This  is  slightly  over  the  average  for  7  past  years  and 
similar  to  that  for  England  and  Wales,  viz.  11.6. 

Infant  Mortality. — This  at  20.8  was  rather  higher  than  last  year’s 
figure  of  16  per  1,000  births  but  well  below  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales  viz.  29.8. 

Statistics  for  the  past  seven  years  and  also  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1949  will  be  seen  under  Table  II. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  Livingstone,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  Bullock, 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.  Exam.  Jt.  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Foods. 
Cert.  Institute  of  Housing. 
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Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

S.  H.  West, 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.  Exam.  Jt.  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Foods. 
Cert.  R.S.I.  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

Borough  Engineer ,  Surveyor  and  Waterworks  Engineers  : 
R.  Wormell,  A.M.LC.E.,  M.I.M.E.,  A.M.T.P.I. 

Public  Analysts  : 

Hill  and  Rigby,  Birmingham. 


B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

6.  Laboratory  Facilities. — Bacteriological  examinations 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Coventry  : — 


• 

Positive  Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria 

...  —  ...  10 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

. . .  - — -  . . .  — 

— 

Tuberculosis 

«  «  •  «,  a  C  4  14 

— 

10 


..This  includes  specimens  from  Heathcote  Isolation 
Hospital. 


C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wormell,  the  Borough  Engineer,  for 
much  of  the  following  information  : — 

1.  Water  Supply. — Chlorination  of  the  main  supply  to 
the  reservoir  and  the  supplementary  pumped  supply  at  the 
Woodloes  continued  ;  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
water  were  made  periodically  and  both  raw  and  treated 
waters  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Rainfall  during  1950  was  average  and  the  quantity  was 
equal  to  all  demands.  No  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water 
were  imposed  during  the  year. 

Seventeen  houses  only  are  served  by  private  wells.  The 
number  of  houses  with  shared  taps  is  346  ;  143  taps,  either 
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on  standpipes  or  in  common  wash-houses,  serve  these  houses 
which  are  occupied  by  approximately  7.5  per  cent,  of  the 
population. 

2  (i)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.- — The  Authority  for  the 
laying  of  the  new  low  level  outfall  sewer  has  been  given  and 
and  notices  to  tenants  and  owners  are  being  prepared. 

There  were  no  major  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system 
or  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  which  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily. 

(ii)  Rivers  and  Streams.— No  action  was  found  necessary 
during  the  year  regarding  the  obstruction  or  pollution  of 
water  courses. 

(iii)  Sanitary  fittings  fixed  during  the  year  : — 


• 

No.  of 

New 

Lav. 

Chemical 

Type 

Premises 

W.C.s 

Basins 

Urinals  Closets 

Factories 

12 

42 

37 

0  — 

Shops 

Licensed 

1 

1 

1 

-  - 

Houses 

1 

2 

— 

—  — 

Cafes 

— 

— 

— 

- —  — 

Others 

1 

— 

— 
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(iv)  Public  Cleansing. — A  weekly  collection  was  main¬ 
tained  in  the  centre  of  the  town  ;  elsewhere  the  collection 
was  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

(v)  Swimming  Bath. — Water  in  the  open-air  bath,  open 
to  the  public  from  June  until  early  September,  continued  to 
be  treated  by  the  “  Chloramine  ”  process  of  sterilization  in 
conjunction  with  a  small  filter.  No  samples  of  the  actual 
bath  water  were  taken  during  the  season.  The  water  is  on  a 
continuous  flow  system. 


D.  HOUSING 

One-hundred-and-fifty-two  3-bedroom  type  houses  for 
the  local  authority  and  three  3-bedroom  type  houses  were 
erected  by  private  enterprise.  No  2-bedroom  type  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year. 


F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Incidence  of  Commoner  Infectious  Diseases  since  1942. 


Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Poliomyelit 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

1942  ... 

25 

15 

— 

16 

— 

I 

1943  ... 

21 

26 

— 

17 

— 

1 

1944  ... 

13 

14 

— 

23 

— 

— 

1945  ... 

— 

21 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1946  ... 

*_> 

o 

4 

— 

8 

2- 

— 

1947  ... 

1 

12 

— 

14 

— ■ 

1 

1948  ... 

— 

10 

— 

5 

■ — 

— 

1949  ... 

— 

10 

— 

3 

- — - 

— 

1950  ... 

1 

9 

1 

6 

- 

_ 

Reference  to  Table  III  will  give  the  age  distribution  of 
the  cases  notified  during  1950. 

School  Closures. — Nil. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  was  notified  and  removed  to 
hospital.  The  child  had  not  been  immunised. 

Diphtheria  I minimisation. — Immunisation  of  children 
against  Diphtheria  continued.  During  1950  26  school  children 
were  protected  for  the  first  time,  together  with  126  under 
school  age,  giving  a  total  of  152.  115  children  were  given 

“  Booster  ”  doses  during  the  year  with  a  view  to  maintaining 
their  immunity. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. — One  case  was  notified  and  sub¬ 
sequently  confirmed.  The  patient  was  an  adult  resident  in 
Warwick. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age-Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

_  . 

15-20 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

45-55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— - 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

12 

6 

3 

— 

4 

— 

2 

During  the  year  21  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  18  being  Pulmonary  and  3  non-pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

8  patients  were  admitted  for  treatment  at  a  Sanatorium, 
and  7  were  discharged  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
for  the  period  1931-1950  (20  years)  : — 


T  uberculosis. 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1 937 

Cases  . . . 

25 

15 

25 

12 

14 

24 

21 

Deaths 

12 

9 

16 

9 

5 

12 

6 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Cases  . . . 

20 

32 

27 

22 

12 

11 

38 

Deaths 

7 

8 

9 

13 

10 

13 

11 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Cases  . . . 

29 

20 

31 

20 

20 

21 

Deaths 

12 

9 

8 

14 

6 

6 

7 


The  population  of  the  Borough  in  1931  was  13,630  and 
the  Tuberculosis  death-rate  for  that  year  was  therefore  0.88 
per  1,000  population.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1950 
are  15,360  and  0.39  per  1,000  population.  The  1950  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  0.36  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  now 
upon  the  Tuberculosis  Register  and  the  streets  in  which  these 
persons  are  at  present  residing.  As  a  rough  guide  the  approxi¬ 
mate  number  of  occupied  houses  in  each  stieet  is  given.  It 
will,  however,  be  apparent  that  the  disease  was  not  in  each 
case  contracted  in  the  area  of  present  residence.  For  example, 
certain  persons  have  moved  into  or  out  of  Warwick  after 
contracting  the  infection  and  others  residing  in  some  of  the 
named  streets  may  have  been  notified  in  the  past  but  have 
since  recovered,  so  that  their  names  have  been  deleted  from 
the  register.  The  purpose  of  the  table  has  been  to  enquire 
whether  or  not  any  particular  streets  have  a  high  proportion 
of  infective  cases.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  so  and  in  fact 
some  of  the  worst  property  in  the  Borough  appears  to  have  no 
cases  at  ah.  However,  one  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Committee  give  priority  in  the  re-housing  of  Tuberculosis 
patients  living  in  poor  surroundings  so  that  there  is  a  tendency 
for  low  figures  to  be  recorded  against  certain  streets  which 
are  anything  but  healthy  places  and  for  higher  figures  to  be 
shown  against  certain  streets  where  the  residential  amenities 
are  good. 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES,  WARWICK  BOROUGH 

Non- 

No.  of  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Name  of  Road 

Houses 

Cases 

Cases 

Albert  Street 

54 

1 

— 

All  Saints’  Road  ... 

70 

2 

— 

Avon  Street 

112 

— 

— 

Barrack  Street 

10 

1 

— 

Beauchamp  Road 

77 

4 

— 

Birmingham  Road 

23 

1 

— 

Bridge  Row 

15 

— 

— 

Bridge  Street 

12 

— 

.  — 

Cape  Road 

72 

4 

- — 

Castle  Hill . 

14 

1 

— 

Castle  Lane 

25 

1 

— 

Chapel  Court 

11 

— 

— 

Chapel  Street 

21 

2 

— 

8 


Name  of  Road 

Chapman  Street  . . . 
Charles  Street 
Cherry  Street 

Chile  Hill . 

Coten  End ... 
Crompton  Road 
Crompton  Street  . . . 
Deerpark  Drive 
Dickens  Road 
Emscote  Road 
Friars  Court 
Friars  Street 
George  Street 
Gerrard  Street 
Guy  Street 
Han  worth  Road  . . . 
High  Street 

Hill  Street . 

Humphris  Street  . . . 
Joyce  Pool 
Jury  Street 
Lakin  Road 
Linen  Street 
Longfellow  Avenue 
Lyttleton  Road 
Market  Place 
Meadow  Road 
Millers  Road 
Monk  Street 
Montague  Road  . . . 
Myton  Crofts 
Myton  Road 
Newburgh  Crescent 
Packmore  Street  . . . 
Paradise  Street 
Parkes  Street 
Percy  Road 
Pickard  Row 
Pickard  Street 
Queen’s  Square 
Rock  Terrace 


Non- 


No.  of 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Houses 

Cases 

Cases 

29 

— 

— 

50 

1 

— 

53 

2 

— 

38 

1 

— 

66 

3 

— ' 

7 

— 

— 

54 

— 

— 

42 

o 

o 

— 

65 

125 

1 

3 

— 

4 

60 

OQ 

1 

1 

A 

— 

j*jC) 

15 

a 

1 

— 

63 

2 

— 

106 

4 

— 

68 

1 

— 

50 

1 

— 

64 

1 

1 

9 

— 

1 

35 

1 

— 

26 

— 

— 

59 

2 

— 

26  to  date  1 

— 

80 

2 

— 

45 

1 

— 

27 

2 

— 

70 

2 

— 

20 

— 

— 

25 

1 

— 

20 

1 

— 

76 

2 

— 

51 

1  9 

4 

— 

A  Li 

56 

2 

— 

76 

3 

— 

24 

4 

— — 

19 

— 

1 

61 

— 

— 

39 

— — 

— 

9  —  1 


1) 


Non- 

No.  of  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Name  of  Road 

H  otises 

Cases 

Cases 

Saltisford  ... 

126 

1 

— 

Sanders  Street 

32 

— 

— 

Shakespeare  Avenue 
Stand  Street 

22 

50 

2 

— 

St.  Lawrence  Avenue 

52 

1 

I 

Stratford  Road 

75 

4 

— 

Theatre  Street 

21 

1 

— 

Wathen  Road 

113 

5 

— 

Woodcote  Road  . . . 

21 

1 

— 

Woodhouse  Street 

75 

— 

1 

Woodville  Road  ... 

77 

— 

- - 

Wordsworth  Avenue 

35 

1 

— 
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REPORT  OF  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick 

My  Lord,  Mrs.  Lees  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ended  3.1st  December,  1950. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  all  classes  totalled  5,025,  com¬ 
pared  with  4,354  in  1949  and  5,27!  in  1948. 

Work  in  connection  with  food  hygiene,  pest  destruction  and  Shops 
Act  administration  was  intensified  and  increases  in  the  number  of 
inspections  for  these  purposes,  and  also  for  Housing  Act  administration, 
account  for  the  1950  total  being  considerably  in  excess  of  that  for  1949. 

As  in  previous  years.  Housing  inspections  for  the  Selection  of 
Tenants  Sub-Committee  occupied  a  considerable  amount  of  inspec¬ 
torial  time,  but  the  work  was  combined  with  statutory  housing  duties 
as  far  as  possible  in  order  that  the  normal  work  of  the  department 
would  not  be  unduly  affected.  Nevertheless,  the  activities  of  this  Sub- 
Committee  at  times  proved  a  heavy  addition  to  the  office  work  and  I 
have  to  thank  Mr.  S.  H.  West,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  M. 
Price,  Housing  Assistant,  and  Mrs.  James,  Clerical  Assistant,  for  ready 
co-operation  in  meeting  increased  demands  upon  the  office  and  for 
excellent  services  in  all  branches  of  the  department’s  work. 

HOUSING 

Twenty  houses  which  had  become  dangerously  dilapidated  were 
represented  under  the  provisions  of  Section  eleven  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect 
of  17  of  these,  undertakings  not  to  re-let  for  habitation  were  accepted 
in  respect  of  2  houses  and  in  the  remaining  case  the  owner’s  offer  to 
make  the  house  fit  for  continued  habitation  was  accepted.  Fifteen 
families  from  houses  subject  to  demolition  and  closing  orders  were 
rehoused  in  municipal  houses  and  two  families  obtained  privately- 
owned  accommodation.  One  house  was  closed  in  compliance  with  a 
closing  order  and  13  houses  were  demolished  under  the  terms  of  demo¬ 
lition  orders.  Another  house,  previously  subject  to  a  closing  order, 
was  reconstructed  as  two  self-contained  modern  flats. 

The  erection  of  154  new  municipal  houses,  together  with  3  houses 
built  by  private  enterprise,  was  the  most  heartening  contribution 
towards  a  solution  of  the  town’s  housing  problems  since  pre-war  years. 
Unfortunately,  this  does  not  reflect  a  similar  reduction  in  the  extent 
of  the  total  housing  problem  which  remains  very  serious  indeed.  New 
applications  for  municipal  houses  have  continued  to  outstrip  the  rate 
of  building,  repairs  to  old  property  have  again  been  limited  to  urgent 
work,  and  the  related  problems  of  overcrowding  and  unfit  houses  have 
not  been  lessened  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

Except  for  the  most  urgent  reasons,  demolition  of  houses  unfit 
for  habitation  has  necessarily  to  be  postponed  and,  even  if  house 
building  at  the  rate  found  possible  in  1950  continues,  it  is  difficult  to 
predict  a  time  by  which  demolition  on  an  adequate  scale  can  proceed. 
In  the  meantime,  houses  listed  for  future  demolition  action  become 
more  decayed  and,  with  further  deterioration  of  much  old  property 
the  number  of  houses  calling  for  demolition  as  soon  as  conditions 
permit  must  now  exceed  the  800  or  so  already  listed. 
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Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  the 
houses  in  any  proposed  clearance  area  will  become  subject  to  statutory 
procedure,  it  is  increasingly  necessary  to  caution  prospective  pur¬ 
chasers  that  ultimate  demolition  is  inevitable.  In  this  connection  it 
must  be  stated  that  the  prices  paid  for  vacant  possession  of  pitiably 
small  and  deficient  properties  often  reveal  a  recklessness  on  the  part 
of  homeless  people  who  in  desperation  feel  prepared  to  risk  all.  There¬ 
after  the  satisfaction  of  possession  is  often  short-lived.  This  is  borne 
out  by  the  number  of  pathetic  appeals  received  by  the  department 
for  rehousing  from  owners  of  houses  purchased  only  a  year  or  two 
previously.  The  market  in  this  class  of  property  usually  operates  to 
the  detriment  of  a  section  of  the  community  least  able  to  afford  the 
losses  which  ultimate  demolition  will  entail. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS 

The  relationship  of  the  cost  of  repairs  to  rent  income  from  property 
in  determining  “  reasonable  expense  ”  was  discussed  in  the  previous 
year’s  report  and  further  increases  in  costs  during  the  year  under 
review  aggravated  an  already  serious  position.  There  is  far  less  readi¬ 
ness  to  comply  with  notices  calling  for  even  modest  repairs  than  was 
to  be  observed  a  few  years  ago  and  following  up  procedure  to  enforce 
notices  has  to  be  adopted  much  more  frequently.  This  reluctance  is 
largely  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  maximum  permitted  rents  of 
controlled  property,  especially  of  certain  types  such  as  the  self-contained 
terrace  houses  built  50-60  years  ago. 

The  problems  of  inadequate  rents  are  not  limited  merely  to  their 
effect  upon  reserves  for  repairs  from  the  landlord’s  point  of  view  ;  the 
application  of  the  repairs  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  proportion  of  income  available  for  repairs. 
It  is  quite  unlikely  that  the  Housing  Act  provisions  will  be  used,  except 
in  a  minority  of  cases,  until  the  Rents  Restrictions  Acts  are  amended 
to  allow  an  increase  of  rents. 

In  view  of  the  serious  difficulties  associated  with  the  application 
of  the  Housing  Act,  notices  served  were  principally  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Details  are  given  later. 

House-to-  House  Inspections. — Thirty-eight  houses  were  inspected 
in  Linen  Street  and  Sydney  Terrace.  Most  of  these  houses  were  in  need 
of  comprehensive  repairs.  Preliminary  notices  were  issued  in  respect 
of  all  of  them  and  in  22  cases  they  had  been  complied  with  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  ascertained  population  was  1  24  and  the  number  of 
families  50,  showing  12  houses  each  to  be  occupied  by  two  families. 

Municipal  Housing. — One-hundred-and-fifty-four  new  permanent 
houses  were  occupied  during  the  year.  They  form  part  of  the  new 
estate  off  Stratford  Road.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  local  authority 
owned  840  houses  (including  50  prefabricated  bungalows),  or  19  per 
cent,  of  the  total  dwellings  in  the  Borough.  In  all,  158  families  with  a 
total  population  of  645  were  rehoused  in  permanent  houses. 

One-hundred-and-four  of  these  occupied  rooms  previously  ; 
fortv-one  came  from  overcrowded  houses  and  thirteen  families  from 

j 

houses  subject  to  demolition  orders  ;  in  eight  cases  there  were  serious 
medical  considerations,  including  7  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
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In  the  five  years  since  the  end  of  1945,  324  families,  comprising 
1,399  persons,  have  been  rehoused,  but  during  the  same  period  there 
have  been  1,024  applications,  175  of  these  being  registered  during  the 
year  under  review.  New  applications  are  now  usually  from  newly- 
married  couples  and  the  number  received  each  month  continues  to  be 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  new  houses  built. 

At  the  15th  November,  1950,  there  were  973  applicants  and  a 
report  to  the  Selection  of  Tenants  Sub-Committee  showed  at  that  date 
that  569  were  in  rooms  or  otherwise  without  houses  and  404  already 
had  houses  but  that  for  the  greater  part  these  were  overcrowded  and/or 
of  a  very  poor  standard.  Analysis  of  the  569  applications  from  home¬ 
less  people  revealed  that  206  were  from  childless  couples,  229  appli¬ 
cants  had  one  child,  104  had  two  children,  20  had  three  children  and 
10  had  four  or  more  children.  Of  the  homeless,  the  average  period  they 
had  waited  since  marriage  was  about  four  years  ;  there  were  268 
applicants  who  had  been  without  homes  for  varying  periods  up  to  four 
years  and  311  (or  54  per  cent.)  in  excess  of  four  years. 

The  number  of  housing  applicants  by  no  means  represents  the 
total  new  houses  needed  as  the  figure  includes  only  a  few  of  the  tenants 
of  houses  which  must  be  demolished  if  there  is  to  be  any  real  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  standard  of  pre-war  housing  accommodation.  There  is 
also  a  mass  of  overcrowding  apart  from  that  reflected  in  the  applica¬ 
tions  for  municipal  houses. 

Though  the  number  of  selected  applicants  requiring  pre-1939 
houses  increased  and  there  was  an  unavoidable  delay  in  rehousing  them 
due  to  the  small  number  of  casual  vacancies,  the  high  rents  of  new 
houses  did  not  present  a  particularly  serious  problem  during  the  year 
under  review.  Quite  a  number  of  applicants  who  had  earlier  expressed 
a  preference  for  pre-1939  houses  were  anxious  to  obtain  the  tenancies 
of  new  houses  when  the  long  waiting  period  for  the  older  houses  was 
realized.  A  willingness  to  economise  on  other  expenses,  and  often  to 
make  sacrifices,  in  order  that  the  rent  could  be  afforded,  was  frequently 
observed  during  interviews. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  INSPECTIONS 

One-tliousand-nine-hundred-and-ten  inspections  were  made  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

As  in  previous  years  most  of  the  409  Public  Health  Act  notices  issued 
related  to  dwelling  house  defects  of  a  general  nature  and  were  limited 
to  urgent  matters.  In  37  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  Statutory 
Notices,  and  it  was  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  to  enforce  2  of 
the  notices. 


Drainage,  Sanitary  Accommodation,  Washing  Accommodation 
and  Refuse  Receptacles 

Twelve  notices  requiring  choked  drains  to  be  cleared  or  defective 
drains  to  be  repaired  were  complied  with  ;  28  notices  requiring  repairs 
to  water  closets  received  attention  ;  6  wash-houses  were  rebuilt  or 

repaired  in  compliance  with  notices,  and  one  wash-house  demolished  ; 
19  dustbins  required  by  notices  were  provided  ;  5  accumulations  of 

refuse  were  removed. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  use.  The  return  of 
lodgers  sleeping  in  the  town  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

Adults  : — 


Males  ... 

...  6,014 

Females 

364 

Total  6 

',37 

Under  10  years  ... 

None 

Vermin  Infestations 

Rats  and  Mice. — Systematic  investigations  to  ascertain  infestations 
were  continued.  During  the  year  the  department  dealt  with  infes¬ 
tations,  principally  of  a  minor  character,  at  5  hotels,  70  dwelling 
houses,  2  licensed  premises,  2  cinemas,  2  schools  and  institutions,  2 
cafes,  16  shops,  5  factories,  and  11  allotments. 

Work  was  undertaken  at  7  premises  on  an  annual  contract  basis. 
The  Council’s  refuse  disposal  tip  and  sewage  disposal  works  were 
treated  regularly  and  the  sewers  twice  during  the  year. 

Bed  Bugs. — As  was  observed  in  the  previous  year,  complaints  of 
bed  bug  infestations  were  noticeably  fewer  than  was  usual  a  few  years 
ago,  though  infestations  persist  in  certain  blocks  of  old  and  unfit 
property.  Apart  from  issuing  insecticide  to  numerous  applicants,  the 
department  treated  18  houses  successfully.  Nine  lots  of  verminous 
bedding  were  disinfected  or  destroyed.  Thorough  precautions  to  prevent 
infestation  of  new  houses  were  adopted  in  every  case  where  the  tenants 
of  infested  houses  were  rehoused  in  municipal  houses. 


Smoke  Nuisances 

The  only  complaint  of  a  serious  nuisance  from  factory  chimneys 
arose  from  the  emission  of  grit  from  a  foundry  chimney.  In  this  case 
the  management  installed  a  grit  arrester  which  appears  to  have  remedied 
the  nuisance  very  largely. 

Steps  of  a  palliative  nature  were  taken  to  minimise  the  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution  arising  from  processes  at  the  local  Gas  Works  where 
dense  smoke  from  the  retort  house  and  water  vapour  containing  grit 
given  off  in  the  coke  quenching  process  continued  to  be  the  cause  of 
complaint.  The  excessive  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Gas  Works  cannot  adequately  be  dealt  with,  however,  until  the  plant 
is  completely  modernised. 

Excessive  smoke  emission  observed  during  the  course  of  observa¬ 
tions  for  atmospheric  pollution  was  in  several  cases  found  to  be  caused 
by  faulty  firing.  Managements  were  interviewed  and  firing  methods 
discussed  with  both  stokers  and  managements.  Improvements  were 
usually  obtained  but  in  some  cases  the  nuisance  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  stokers  had  to  perform  other  duties  and  firing  did  not  take  place 
at  sufficiently  frequent  intervals.  In  cases  of  this  nature  it  is  usual  to 
persuade  owners  to  install  mechanical  stokers,  especially  where  vertical 
boilers  are  in  use  as  boilers  of  this  type  are  the  principal  offenders. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Public  Houses  and  Places  of  Public 
Entertainment 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  both  cinemas  was  inspected  and 
at  these  and  licensed  premises  generally  the  facilities  were  found  to  be 
of  a  good  standard  and  well  maintained.  The  sanitary  accommodation 
at  one  licensed  house  was  improved. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Improvements  were  made  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  four 
factories.  These  comprised  the  provision  of  8  new  water  closets,  3 
urinals  and  6  lavatory  basins. 

The  register  now  includes  133  factories  (101  having  mechanical 
power  at  which  local  authorities’  duties  are  limited  to  the  enforcement 
of  Section  7  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  ;  26  without  mechanical  power 
and  6  other  premises  to  which  the  Factories  Act  applies). 

Caravans  and  Movable  Dwellings 

Twelve  inspections  for  the  purposes  of  Sections  268  and  269  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  made.  Three  notices  requiring 
owners  to  discontinue  the  use  of  unlicensed  sites  for  caravan  purposes 
were  issued  and  in  one  case  it  was  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  to 
compel  the  owner  of  a  caravan  to  remove  it  from  a  roadside  verge.  A 
fine  was  imposed  and  the  Court  Order  requiring  the  removal  of  the 
van  was  subsequently  observed. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Systematic  inspection  of  shops  continued  and  many  of  the  notices 
outstanding  from  the  previous  year  were  complied  with  during  the 
year  under  review.  Enforcement  of  the  Shops  Act  has  been  con¬ 
siderably  strengthened  during  the  last  few  years.  This  is  reflected  in 
the  notices  complied  with  during  1950  when  the  following  improve¬ 
ments  were  made  : — Improved  washing  facilities  (including  in  many 
instances  the  provision  of  geysers)  at  21  shops,  improved  ventilation 
at  10,  additional  seats  for  staff  at  5  shops.  Other  contraventions  were 
remedied  at  41  shops.  Certificates  of  exemption  from  the  necessity 
to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  are  now  in  operation  at  5  shops 


TERMINAF  DISINFECTION 

Eighteen  houses  were  disinfected  following  the  removal  of  patients 
to  hospital  or  at  the  request  of  occupiers,  and  13  lots  of  infected  bed¬ 
ding  were  disinfected  or  destoryed.  Seventeen  investigations  were 
made  following  the  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Registers. — The  following  make  up  the  current  registers  : — 
Milk  distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dairies  other  than  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Dairies 

All  dairies  were  inspected  regularly  during  the  year  and  were 
maintained  at  a  good  standard.  At  the  only  dairy  where  pasteurising 
is  undertaken,  further  improvements  to  the  plant  were  made.  The 
further  reduction  in  the  number  of  milk  distributors  and  small  dairies 
follows  the  modern  trend  of  absorption  of  small  business  by  larger 
concerns. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  during  the  year  : — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use*the  designation 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  ...  7 

‘  ‘  Pasteurised  ”  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the 
designation 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  ...  4 

“  Pasteurised  ”  ...  ...  4 


Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

Animals  Slaughtered  for  “  Self-Suppliers  ’’  of  Meat 

Ninety-one  pigs  and  1  sheep  were  inspected  .  Parts  of  carcases 
and  organs  of  7  pigs  were  found  to  be  diseased  and  were  voluntarily 
surrendered. 


Inspection  of  Food  at  Retailers’  Shops  and  Ministry  of  Food 
Stores 

Five-hundred-and-five  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  food  stores 
for  food  inspection  and  the  enforcement  of  other  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
weighed  2  cwts.  1  qr.  4  lbs.  This  marked  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
food  condemned  is  almost  entirely  due  to  less  waste  found  in  bulk 
consignments  of  canned  foods  and  probably  arises  from  a  shorter 
period  between  canning  and  consumption. 

Two-hundred-and-mnty-five  inspections  of  bakehouses  and 
premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  were  made.  There  is  no 
slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  for  the  centralised  slaughtering  scheme. 

The  enforcement  of  Sections  13  and  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  concern  the  suitability  of  premises  for  food  preparation 
and  personal  hygiene  in  relation  to  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale 
of  foodstuffs,  continued  to  occupy  a  good  deal  of  time.  Seventy-four 
notices  were  issued  and,  including  some  issued  in  the  previous  year,  102 
were  discharged.  Very  substantial  improvements  have  been  effected 
at  many  premises,  often  involving  expensive  alterations  and  additional 
equipment.  Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  a 
constant  supply  of  hot  water  at  premises  where  food  is  handled 
and  gas  or  electric  water  heaters  over  sinks  have  been  installed  almost 
without  exception.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  im¬ 
provements  made  during  the  year  : — 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Canteens  and  Snack  Bars. — New  washing 
facilities  provided  at  one,  additional  means  for  hot  water  supplies  at 
four,  improved  ventilation  at  two,  and  five  redecorated. 
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Butchers'  Shops. — New  washing  facilities  at  three,  additional 
means  for  hot  water  supplies  at  two,  improved  ventilation  at  one  and 
two  redecorated. 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops. — New  washing  facilities  at  one 
and  four  redecorated. 

Greengrocers’  Shops. — Additional  means  for  hot  water  at  one, 
additional  means  for  protection  of  foodstuffs  provided  at  three  and 
one  redecorated. 

Wet  Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops. — Additional  means  for  hot  water 
at  one  and  two  redecorated. 

Sugar  Confectionery  Shops. — Additional  means  of  hot  water  at 
one  and  three  redecorated. 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses. — New  washing  facilities  at  one, 
additional  means  for  hot  water  supplies  at  four,  and  four  kitchens 
redecorated. 


Market  Stalls 

Additional  means  for  the  protection  of  exposed  foodstuffs  provided. 

Grocers’  Shops  and  General  Shops  Retailing  Grocery. 

New  washing  facilities  at  one,  additional  means  for  hot  water 
supplies  at  6,  additional  means  for  the  protection  of  exposed  foodstuffs 
at  2,  ventilation  improved  at  3  and  6  redecorated. 

One  insanitary  bakehouse  was  closed  following  the  service  of  a 
notice  ;  one  dairy  was  closed  as  a  result  of  a  change  of  use  of  the 
business  premises  ;  at  one  restaurant  a  completely  new  kitchen  was 
built  and  dining  accommodation  reconstructed  as  a  result  of  a  notice 
issued  from  this  department.  A  new  cafe  opened  during  the  year  was 
constructed  to  a  satisfactory  standard  before  business  was  commenced. 

The  catering  arrangements  at  the  Racecourse  were  subject  to 
regular  supervision,  inspections  being  made  at  all  meetings.  The  Race¬ 
course  Committee  adopted  a  high  standard  for  food  hygiene,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  cost  of  providing  sinks,  drainage,  water-supply  and 
hot  water  facilities  at  numerous  points.  Unfortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  these  permanent  features  in  the  stand  buildings  are  not  available 
for  catering  arrangements  on  the  Course  where  facilities  of  a  more 
temporary  nature  are  provided  by  the  catering  contractors. 

Investigations  of  methods  in  food  hygiene  led  to  numerous  im¬ 
provements,  including  in  one  case  the  substitution  of  electrical  crimping 
for  sealing  packets  hitherto  sealed  by  paste  which  analysis  had  shown 
to  be  unsuitable  bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of  the  produce  enclosed. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  ktyelaws  made  under  Section  15  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  adopted  and  were  awaiting  confirmation 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  These  Byelaws  are  designed  to  enforce  the 
observance  of  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  for  human  consumption. 
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Registers. — Ton  premises  from  which  ice-cream  is  sold  were 
registered.  There  are  now  39  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice¬ 
cream. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Fifteen  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  granted. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
j.  BULLOCK, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Borough  of  Warwick. 


RESULTS  OF  COURT  PROCEEDINGS  TO  ENFORCE 
NOTICES  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS 


Situation  of 
Premises 

Nature  of 
Complaint 

Notice  served 
under 

Result 

Old  Park  Lane, 

Unlicensed 

P.H.  Act,  1936 

Abatement 

Order 

Wedgnock. 

Caravan 

Section  269 

made  ; 
fined  £2. 

owner 

42,  Linen  Street. 

Dilapidated 

House 

P.H.  Act,  1936 
Section  93 

Abatement 
made  ; 
fined  £5. 

Order 

owner 
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Ta^le  I 

BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  Done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 


Department  During  the  Year,  1950 

Inspections  Notices  served. 

and  - - * - . 

observations  Statu-  In- 

made.  tory.  formal. 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
notice. 

Dwelling  Houses  and  Schools 

2367 

23 

195 

161 

Lodging  Houses 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Factories 

19 

— 

5 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

6 

— 

2 

1 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water-closets 

190 

8 

58 

48 

Drainage 

90 

2 

65 

35 

W ater  Supply 

65 

— 

14 

7 

Places  of  Entertainment 

12 

— 

2 

1 

Caravans 

12 

— 

2 

1 

Dustbins 

61 

2 

27 

20 

Deposits  of  Refuse 

59 

1 

29 

6 

Pigsties 

5 

— 

9 

2 

Vermin  Infestations 

921 

— 

14 

8 

Shops  (Shops’  Act,  1934) 

190 

67 

70 

Animals  improperly  kept ... 

11 

— 

5 

5 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

31 

— 

3 

— 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ... 

10 

— 

— 

3 

Cowsheds  ... 

10 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers’  and 

12 

— 

• — • 

6 

other  Retail  Food  Shops  ... 
Occasional  Slaughter  on  Private 

505 

— 

27 

43 

Premises 

51 

— 

— • 

— 

Premises  used  for  Food  Preparation 

273 

— 

27 

27 

Ice-Cream  Premises  and  Vehicles 

92 

1 

20 

32 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  ... 

17 

— * 

7 

6 

Hotels 

14 

— 

7 

4 

Totals 

5025 

37 

576 

492 

No. 

Seizures  and  Surrenders  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  31 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  — - 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding,  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ...  ...  13 

Houses  Disinfected  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  18 

,,  Disinfected  for  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


J.  BULLOCK,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Table  II. 

BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1950  and  Previous 

Years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 

F*  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Nett. 

Under  1  Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

w  Number. 

<6 

■+-1 

cz 

P3 

£3 

g 

4 

£ 

s 

& 

5 

Bate  per  1,000 

02  Nett  Births. 

U 

& 

£2 

a 

3 

7 

+-> 

a 

Ph 

8 

t 

1944 

14,300 

310 

21.7 

7 

23 

171 

11.9 

1945 

13,880 

257 

18.5 

9 

35 

205 

14.8 

1946 

14,310 

304 

21.2 

11 

36 

157 

11.0 

1947 

14,470 

304 

21.0 

11 

36 

157 

10.9 

1948 

15,550 

281 

18.1 

7 

25 

144 

9.3 

1949 

15,170 

244 

16.1 

4 

16 

152 

10.0 

1950 

15,360 

241 

15.7 

5 

20.8 

176 

11.5 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1950. 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1950. 

( Provisional  Figures). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 


Live 

Births 

•Still 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  to 
1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales 

15.8 

0.37 

11.6 

29.8 

126  Great  Towns,  including  London 

17.6 

0.45 

12.3 

33.8 

148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

16.7 

0.38 

11.6 

29.4 

London  ...  ...  ...  ... 

17.8 

0.36 

11.8 

26.3 
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Table  III. 


BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year 

1950. 


• 

Notifiable  Disease. 

Number  of  Cases  notified. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths. 

At  all  Ages.  J 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  1 5. 

15  to  25. 

o 

CT 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Plague  .  . 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

9 

5 

3 

1 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Pneumonia 

Malaria 

1 

6 

1 

2 

I  I 

2 

2 

14 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forma  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

18 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

6 

3 

4 

2 

Totals  ... 

41 

2 

8 

7 

6 

11 

5 

2 

3 

20 

21 

Table  IV. 

BOROUGH  OF  WARWICK 

Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1950 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1  Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  . 

4 

— 

2  Tuberculosis  (other) 

2 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease 

2 

— 

4  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

8  Measles 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

2 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

— 

1 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

8 

7 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16  Diabetes 

— • 

2 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

15 

14 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

19 

4 

19  Hypertension  with  herrt  disease 

2 

3 

20  Other  heart  disease 

19 

12 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

3 

22  Influenza 

— 

— - 

23  Pneumonia 

4 

10 

24  Bronchitis 

3 

3 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

— 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  child-birth,  abortion 

— 

— - 

31  Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

7 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

34  All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

35  Suicide  . 

1 

1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

■ — 

All  Causes 

98 

78 
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